88     A  MODERN  PILGRIM  IN  MECCA
Masaudi and I were unwilling to be left out. In vain Iman protested that we were in no way concerned in the trouble and foolish to involve ourselves in it. Having by this time made fairly certain that there was no one in Medina who knew us both by sight, I was no longer nervous of being seen about with him. We asked various people what we ought to do in order to enlist, but as few other pilgrims were doing so, no one knew to whom we should apply. Eventually we ran across one of the Turkish officers who had travelled with us from Damascus and asked his help. Hearing what we wanted, he took us round to headquarters and managed to procure for us an interview with, the Staff officer charged with the enlistment of volunteers. This latter was sympathetic and rather amused, but regretted that he could do nothing as strict orders had recently been issued prohibiting the acceptance of any volunteers from among the pilgrims, who were to be prevented as far as was possible from taking part in the fighting. The reason for this was obvious. If pilgrims were allowed to take part in the operations the Bedou would have a reasonable excuse for regarding them as belligerents, and might begin by holding up the train or caravans. The Turkish Government is very anxious to appear before the rest of Islam as the effective authority and guarantee for peace and safety of life in Arabia, and the protector of the pilgrims during their stay there. It would be a serious scandal if not only were large numbers of pilgrims prevented from reaching Medina at all, but many of those that did get there were killed or wounded. The survivors would fee likely to take home with them an unflattering opinion as to the capacity of the Sultan to be guardian of the holy places.
In any case he would not do what we wanted : which was, that he should give us a letter to one of the sheikhs of the quarters, directing him to enrol us. He said, however, that we need not take it to heart, for negotiations had that morning been re-opened, and in all probability there would be no more fighting. With this we had to be content.
These negotiations were actually started, but came to nothing. The Bedou demands were out of all reason,